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Reader? 
Here' have been great Contentions," 4nd vdrious' Diſpittcs 
x. concerning the Dodrine and \Proceedjnys of MeiRaDavis,. 
of Rothwell, ard thoſe of his Separation; and u mell-the Magin 
ates and Miniſters,as the People of Englandyare Jet \netht dapke. | 
concerning them. Wherefore, having im my hands". a Copy of. - PR 
their Church Covenant, together with the Explanation thereaf, . 
a} it was Printed, by their Order, i» the Year 3694; and deli-- 
ered to drotrs whom they ſtile Chirch-Officey jamel over 5.128 Fel< 
lowſhip with them ; T deemed it not antiſs to conitiunicatt the ſaid. . 
Covenant, with the Explanation, to theearthe Nation in ge- 
neral may be pgs with their Do@rine and manner of Diſ- 
cipline among themſelves; that, for the\fmtire they may: not lie 
under any falſe. aſperFors 5, nov the Reople ofngland under any. 
miſtakes with regard to them. WI a tans A 
* © F would not hereby intimate, that everpindrudacl Member of 
this Separation lyeth under the obligation of this Concyae in ter- 
' minis : For I'm tnform'd, that very few," beſtdev. therr Church-- 
apcer?, are acquainted with it ;- and rhet\the wiz: Meurbens: are | 
: dmitted by a ſhorter Covenant : But the Myſtery Lierchett, That 
the People (as occafon ſerves) are, bythe Officers, informed of 
the meaning and deſign of their entring mto:Covenant withthear, 5 


Ls 


from the Contents of this Covenant and. Explanation : | So 


| that, it is the ſexe thing (in their ſonſe, and. a5 the Offioars ma- 
j age the matter as af they had expreſly obliged themſelars to all 
I} and cuery thing contained therein. This is all I think fit to jay 


on that Head. | Let the Covenant plead its enn Canſe, 'eſpecrally 
coming into the Wort-with the advantage of ſo lirga a Comment. 
from its own Maſters. 3/41 waaks. 
| You have here likewiſe an Account of the ſevtral particularrot 
their re pap wherein, I hope, and I verily believe, I have 
20t injured or miſrepreſented them in any reſpet. If I have, and 
they pleaſe to give publick notice of it, I with be obliged to retrai 
all ſuch particulars, "td to give then publick notice thereof in 
arother Elition : For, as Faefign nothingberety but. the ſervice - 
of the Church of God in general; and of this Excellent Eſtabliſh'd * 
Church of England an particular ;, ſo I conld_ not hope that Go 
would. permit me to be inſtrumental in either reſpe@, ſhould I be 
found in the number of theſe who wilfully or vegligently Slander 
or. Miſrepreſent their Brethren. 
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down is the following Accovnt\Garbich: take $0.4 
greateſt part'of the Indepondent-Congregetions throughout the 
fon) 1 would humbly propoſe it totheRevererd the Clergy, to con-. 


®* 


\ 


F 
| . & . 


, Ant if the State of that Separation We 4 ne h Fn: 
6.the coſe of t 


- 


fider what Methods are moſt probable.to reconcile this Branch of * 
the Separation to the Communion of ous. Church, and; among o- . 
Wng-tie Werey ine 
Sorieties, purſuant to the Advice of His, Grace the Lord Arch-" 
way 5:4 Canterbury,- may rot - prove 4 probable wears, through 
the Bleſſang of Almighty God, to ſecure ſo great .an bappinc/4 to 


thers, whether the preſent endeavours of forming. the. 


this Church and Nation # ] SUE, 5 PET 
' The moſt effeftual way ta. deal with an oy ſeems to be to 


turn his Weapons upon himſelf. If theſe Mem ſecur e the intereſt of. 


their Societies by a mutual Correſpondence, what hinders but we 
may do the like ? Were they diſperſed as the Miniſters of the 
Church ares or did they negle& to acquaint each other with bo 


things which relate to their common Intereſt,it would be impoſſible. 


for them to _ Indeed the ſeveral Sets among us are ſo 
many formed Combinations againſt the Ejtabliſh'd Church ;, and, 


tho” in many things they differ from each cther, as much as Light . 


doth from Darkneſs, yet they ſeem nmwve: /.lly agreed to Cruſh the 
Church of England. {If ſo, the-conſequer, ' 1s plain , ,You Gen- 


tlemenof the Church of Exg/ard look avout you, and ſuffer. 


not your ſelves to be undone by piece-meal ; which you muſt 
neceſſarily be without a joint Union among your ſelves. Nothing 
is more confirm'd by Reaſon and Experience, than that every pub- 


lick Work is beſt carry d on by a friendly Union and Correſpor- 


dence among the Undertakers: and cer! ainly the great Work of 


the Salvation of Souls deſerves our Conſideration in the Methods 
of the moſt prudential Polity. G4 Almighty has diſtributed 


his Talents variouſly among us ; and the only way to make them 


all uſcful, 3s, fff by fragnext and familiar Conferences. with 
fe 


each other, to diſcover where they. lie, and ther to employ them 
as the'publick judgment ſacl! determine. | 


After the Copies of theſe Papers were ſent to the Preſs, F-2rcis Brzr 1olivered into 
my hands a C:py cf the Canons of George Rix, .mhich are pudged preper t > ve Printed 
with the Account of the Daviſites ; they king a farther Confirmation of the Agrec- 
ment of the Sctaries, in endeavouring to diſtreſsthe,Churth of Exy/n:t; and forthar 
reaſon among mar.y 03;hers very obvicus,T have here preſimed you.wici. 4 juſt view of 

; ' 4 3%, 0 ' 


the ſaid Canons, 
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A Church Covenant, 


F E'\the Members of the Church ofthe Living God, | 
* having greatly revolted from our dear Lord, inthedeep 
\ © ſenſeof both Rreher and latter Miſcarriages againſt his 
* Love. Blood, alſo Honour,Crown and Dignity, as jk 


”, 
. 


i &Q 


* of Souls, Chutches and Natious; firtaly belieying all thete blox 
* our by the Biood of the Lamb, and that we. have an un _ 
© Right to our Father's renewed Manifeſtations 'of his on 
Favour. Do row again give up our felves, and all ours, in : pit 
lolemu manner, in this our renewed AQ of Covenahting unro X 
Lord, to behis for ever, ſolemnly promiſing, and engaging in his 
wwtol Preſence, and his Angels, in thz preſence of Proteffors; and 
of the World, to walk continually in him, and with him, and for 
a:m ; maintaining every manner of way, the Faith once deliver'd, 
the Saints, as to At gnd.DoQrine, agaiilt alt Oppofition and 
Jppoicrs whatfoever : And we will in;che ſtrength of Chrift en- 
{cavour, that all our Holineſs ſhall Now from Faith in Exerciſe 
yorkKing by Love: And thus we lubje& to him as King of Souls. 
© Wealto folemly Promiſe in the firength of Chriſt, ro obſerve 
* all rhe Forms, Faſhions, Statutes, Laws and Ordinances of his Houſe, 
* elpecially the.great Law of Love to our Lord,and to his Members , 
* retolving 1n the Grace thar is in Chriſt Jcfus to bear a becoming - 
* Evangelical Teſtimony againft what is contrary to Love, or any 
* other particular torm, Statute, Ordinance, or Law of his whatſo- 
* ever, cirher inour ſelves, orany of our Brethren and Siſters of this 
* Church, or any othzr. We farther Covenant with our dear Lord, 
© ad with one another,to diſcharge all relative Duries in this Houſe 
© of God, or in any other Relation we ſtand in whatſoever. And 
© this 1s our profct{cd Subjection to him as King of Sjom. 
* Finally, We promilz in the {trength of Chriſt, and” in the pre- 
* ſeace of our Royal Husband, to profeſs our Allegiance to him as 
* King of Nations, and to * maintain_his Rights and _ 
{ Prerugatives, as the: king thereof, (10 whom the Kings \, Th afferting of the 
* doims of the Woric belong) with our Lives, andaltdear xjngy ar f Ebrif 
* ro us every inumner of way, as his Word, Spirit, 'and Di- over Nations, does affers 
* vine Providence,tha!l from rime to.time call us thereunto, 4/0 the Rights and An- 
* And inall thoſe things, we inthe Grace that is in our rey of. Kings Flea 
F CN F 7 T1] Foe - thile. Maiftrates tits 
- dzar Lord Srall endeavour to walk according to his: Word;  x:i-n wad y him, 
* audrhke; Explication, of. this. our, Covenatr, which iS an © © + 


© CKET LACIegtO, 


* To rhe oaly Wiſe God be Glory and Dotninien fix ever. and 
* ever. lmen. A'N 
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- 4 Heb. 7. 22. 
POW 5-35 rerminate, number of Perſons, for-the moſt partthould be of a Race, | 
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| E the Covenanted People , and, Church of God, - being 

greatly humbled, "that. in our tormer and latter Covenant- 

ing, we were fo ignorant and legal z and that it came to paſs, 

thence, that we have been guilty of ſo many Breaches there- 

of, both we and our Officers; now in the ſteadfaſt believing 

Views, that all thoſe Breaches are blotted out,- and Tranfprefſions 

« 1John2. 1. pardoned in him, and forhis fake, who+ts our conſtant a Advocite, 
at the Father's Right hand, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous; and being 
conſtrained by the Senſe of the boundleſs Love of the Father and 

the Son, and the paſt and preſent Feſtimonies thereof ro our:Souls., 


fl ins, 17. do profeſſedly and publickly 5 this day avouch. agan ſolemnly the * 


1c... ., Laird Jefus to be our Judge and King, and Lawgiver, and d pro- 

Ta 33» 22. . tate ts * ? *i3S ; ng ſe 
{ John 8. 36. fels our ſelves his Subjetts, according to the Tenour of his blefled. 
cr-perd with Word, aid our former Covenant: And. for as much as many of us, 
Aom. 6. 8:22. }fnot all of us, were then more or leſsignorant, how extenſive our 
b_ > tormer Covenant was, when we engaged to obey e all his Voice f 

2 Fcd. 19.0. * 4 nt ? * . . 

"eb. 12; 23. that fpcaxs from Heaven g in his Houte ; and becauſe fince through 
e Kev. 19. 10. Grace, we are more.entigfhren'd by his. Spirit from. his Word con- 
- cerning our Generation-work : We think ir highly Neceſſary, now. 
TS. t2 declare our Senſe of thoſe teveral particular þ Ordinances, Laws, 
2 Fzes. 43.15 1nd Judgments, that we now are engagd to maintain and. to per- 
form by the Bowel# of his render Mercies, his holy Word, and our 


conſent thereto in our tormer Covenanting : And Firlt, We do. 


judge that our then ſolemn Covenanting as a Church, was a puh- 
3Rem. 1. g ro Jick Declaration and 7 Conteſſion with ourMouths, that we had by 
þ Rev. 22. 16. Faith With our Hearts laid: hold of Chriſt Jeſus, as & our Root / 
+ Cor. 15. 45» Surety and. x, Repreſentattze. The Grace of Election as being-from 
Eternity fixed, ona certain number of x Perſons; ard that thoſede- 
who. 1.4.5. Kindreds, Families and Fatherhoods, not excluding the Seed of 
Strangers in all Ages, bur eſpecially in the latter Age of the World, 
when the Partition-Wall. was to be broken down between Few and 


Ve Al 1/C. |; 
This 
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- -This is abundantly witne(s'd to by the Woxd of God, Der. 4. 27. 
c. 10. 15., which words” though they ip ore 7 6. Sogrenm 
T/racl, and: of the EleQtion of their yecd'ts ſucceed their: then 
urch ; yet 1/rae! and rheix Seed wes pil aan oxpre(: 
five of the whole El:&ion, Row. 9. 6. andthe Eleftioand Sepata- 
tion of the Seed of Abraham our of the World, was to prove agd ex- 
emplifie God's Eternal predeſtinating a certain number'tor himſelt, 
to the Adoption of Children. This Truth alſo was'atteſted'to by 
the ſeries of Divine Providence inall Apes; chiefly _—_ — 
Grace to run through Godly Families, and 'fllmg*up'the Ol'ah 
New Teſtament Church with their Se2d, yer never excluding the 
Seed of Strangers. We likewiſe Judge, that in our Covenant, we 
profeſs that by Faith we laid hold of the Eternal Corea: made 
with our Lord the Redeemer, as our Root; 'Surety and Repreſenta- 
tive, and with.us in him and ours roo, that were' of rhe an gets 
I/a. 59. 21. which words though they be ſpoken by God rhe Father, 
ro our Lord Jeſus, the Surery and Diſpenſaror of the New-Covenanr, 
and Teſtament ; to his Szed. and Seeds Seed in him ; yet he therein 
is alſo the Meſſenger or Angel of the Erernal Compact. And rhe 
New-Corenant it ſelf, in irs molt glorious Adminiſtrarion;"'is but a 
fuller Copy thereof, promulgated and Sanry. Weprotefitd then, . . 
and now do alſo, to lay hold of this'Erernal CompaRt, as promul- 
gated in a more comprehenſive way in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, as running with Noah, Abraham, the Parriarchs, David,the 
Righteous, the Godly, the'Church;- and their Seed. © 
Rom. 4. 16. compar'd Gal. 3; 8. Gen. 17. 17. compar'd 4 Core 6, 18;.with Atts 2. 
39. 1 Cor. 7. 14.\Gen. 12.& 7. 13. 15. '15, campar'd with! Htb.y 4-8; with Rom, 


11, 17. 2 Kings 8. 19. » Kings 2. 4 8.75. Plat. 132.. 12, Pl. 25, 134112. 2, 


x Kings 1. 2. 33. Pſal. 37. 25, 26, 89. 28, 29, 36. 2 Sam. 7. 11.194 29. 1. 8, 
I 1+ 9. 10, 15. 4+ 37. Plal.:22. 30. 69. 36. 102.28. Num. 24. 7.”Dcur. 30. 6. ver. 19. 
Pſal, 105. 6. Deur. 4. 10, Prov. 11, 21. Plal. 25.13. 112.2. 127. 3, 4, $-- 128. 3. 6. 
Johm 5. 25. Iſa. 22. 24. 65. 23. Plal. 72.4. 103. 17. Prov.'14. 25, 26. 20.7. Gen. _ 
17. 13, Deut. 7.9. Pal. 122. 28. Ifa. 6. 13. 43:15. 44- 3 4 5+ 54+; 3-:61..9. 65.23 | 
$9+2T. 66. 22, Joel, 2. 28, Heb. 8. 10, 11,, compar'd with ult, pars 12. Rom. i1. 16, 
17. Ads 2. 16, 17. ver/. 35. 1 Cor. 17. 14. Matth. 10. 12,13; Luke 19,"5;+6,” Luke 
19. 9. Als 16. 38, Marth. 19. 14. Mark 10. 14. Luke'48, 16./,'/1 -- 


Being therefore convinc'd that in our firſt believing, we 1ald hofd 
on the Covenant, in the molt comprehenſive extent” of rhe Grace 
thereof for us, and ours : And filled with' \T, and wonder ar thc 
Maniteſtations of this Covenant-bleſhngs od 1 1vileges declard in 
the Goſpel, as we have in our former Covendfiting,” fo in this our 
las: ys Þ now. again publickly and ſolemnly give up gut felves 


and ours to the Lord Jeſus, our Royal Head and Husband, to be his  }. -: » 
for ever, now again publickly declaring that he is our Lord; @ and « Plat. $4. 11: 
we will Worſhip him. EW Ie op we nes | 
age, that in our former Covenant © with the? PX: 23- 
en and Redeern'd by him, 7 cranſtated into oor 3 


_ We likewiſe 6.j0 
(6) 


| Lord; w e being b 


_—_ ay 


hisKingdom by his Spirit, at Ff-Rual Calling, V7. Op our ſelves 
10: follow. him-in-the Works of ur day, to be Affertors of his Spi- 
ritual; Ecgleſfaſtical and Temporal: Incerelt in the, Word, and' to 
-bewithefſes sf this threefold Intereſt of his againſt all Oppotitions or 
Oppolſers whatſoever. - And now, confidering we are not our own, 


' £1 Per 18.19. bur bought @ with a price, and redeemed jrom a vain and truitleſs 


. Converſation to ferve him. - Mov'd with a ſenſe of *his unſpeakable 
- Love to;us ward, being greatly humbled, and filled with felt-Abhor- 
/ rerice, that we and.our Fathers have too much _ declined; and for- 
- Jook the Cauſe of our Bleſſed King Jeſus, as King of Souls. Churches 

and Nations, do, firmly trufling ro the ſufticiency of, Grace we 

have in him, promiſe and reſolve ro maintain and aber his Spiritua!, 

b Heb. 3. 8, © his Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal Rule oyer our Souls, his Churches 
Pfal. 2.6. * and Nations ito. the utmoſt: And ſhall be ready, "as the Lord 
Rev. 15. 15. ſhalt call vs to teltifie againſt rhe Oppoſers ind. Uiurpers” of 'this 
EI £254®-threctold Prerogative belonging to his Crown and Dignity, car 
4 * 30 rying our Lives, Liberties, Eſtates, and all that is dear to us, in 
d Heb. 11. 4- Our hands to Sacrifice at kis Feet for this end and, purpoſe. We 
_ Th alſo now are convinced, that in our former Covenanting, to per- 
# PP 8 form all Duties required, we chiefly engaged our felves to, that 
6 fiſt and great c Command of the' Goſpel, viz. believing on the 

g Jcrem. 3. 33-Perſon and Righteouſneſs: of Chriſt, for 4 Eternal Life, Acceprance 


b Rom. 1. 17. with God, e Peace of Conſcience, f Spiritual Light; Lite avd 


* Gal. 3.11. Ez. Strength, und every thing elſe necelſpry. Therefore *being, great- 


20, Heb. 3 12; | | 
2x7, 28. : ty 2 aſhamed of the con{tant and notorious breach” of the Command 


; Jerem. 2.13/0f living by- Faith,: and of our . turning afide from the þ Living 
: _- +5. -G6d, the Fountain : of Living Watersx0 our own Cilterns, that will 
O23 3-1- hold no Water, being under deep ſenſe of the Guilr, of var &- Spi- 
rp. Gal. 3» - © ; pin. oY 

” Jercm. 2.27, Titual Adultery, and Idolatry, with the World, and the things 


*2 Cor. 12.7, thereof, our own / legal.Pertormances, or that call'd Goipgl-Ob+- 


a ro With dience,. our inherent Qualificariois and Spiritual:-Enmoyments, 

n Gon 2: which we advanced in the z room and throne of the Mediator h:s 
Blood and Righteouſlieſs. gg To ' 

# Zach. 5.11. We now couſtrained from a ſenſe of his pardoning Grace, and in-. 

Hel 19. 14- the ſtrength and virtue of the Blood” of the o Evertzſting Cove- 

?Joh15-2.Gs nant, ſprinkled on our Conſciences, do reſolve to abide by Fairt: 


g 1Joh. 4.26. 728. ; Gre: > 
EE2b-2%4D. in Exerciſe inthe p Perſon, g Love and 7 Righreouinets of Chriſt 23:d 


c Phy. 2, Þ» 


4 jam. 1. 25, of , | | . 
ck: 4- 3a. Glorious Body, f compteat in him and preſented by him in the Body 


0 Rev. 7.14,H5. the Fellowlhip of the Spirir, * pear; {ho beholding our ſetves 
i 


[54 Fr 
from his Fullnefs for all manner of holy Conyerfation, and Walk: 
that thus a ating continually in his preſence, conſtrain by his Þ #4 tn 14.7% 
manifeſted Love, c encouraged by rhe Hottine our of Guilr, and Im: 92 was. 5-24. 
perfection from our Perſons, Graces and Duty, andAhey made 719 +2440% 
perfe& inhim and his Grace; we may always ſeek thoſe things that ; 
are Above, where Chriſt is, having our d Converfation in Herven, « j-on 12. 
hence we look tor the appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 4 vil. 2. 2. 
Chriſt; and being all rheday e thus ſpiritually minded, watchingovet £100 
our.vain wandering Thoughts, we may f continnalty make mentian ; v4.7, -1. 4. 
of hisName.s Righteouſiiels and þ lovingKirdneG, having ourSpeck » 16. 33. >. 
always # ſeaſon'd with Salt, adminiftring Grace to rhe Heurers, / Matt. 5: + 3: 
And being as the Salt of the Earth, ard of the Families we dwell 
in, we may be day by day dying to Sin, and living: to ot agar | 
neſs, Rom. 8. & denying Ungoldlirefs, ard Worldly Let's, arc * Ti. 2. 2 
living righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſenr World , an! 
with a Converſation / becoming the Gofpel. We allo do'belizve ! Pt: r. 27. 
this dire& ating of Faith on the Perſon of Chrilt tor all things, 
'S 2 the Faith of the Goſpel, the Faith or.c2 detiver'd to thz m Jace 3. 
Saints, which we ought earncſtly to contend for, and to refift all 
Oppoſitions thereto x even unto Blood, wherher im our Souls, in , 9.4, :-: 
the Churches, or other Siſter Churches, from ths World and Car. 
nal Profeſflors. Hence therefore, laying hold on the firengrh of 
Chriſt, (though we -know Untelief will cleave to the Left of our 
Performances.) yet we: will not plead for it, nor indulge it as 4 
little Sin, much leſs as a Virrue or Grace, bur continually watch 
againſt it, mourn over and loath it, and flay ic on th> Head of the Sa- 
crifice, as the greateſt o Immorality, becauſe it gives the God "of, , 5h ;. 
Truth the Lie, and p treads-the Blond of the Covenant under foor, p ftb. 16. 25. 
and more eſpecially the greateſt Unhelief of 9q queſtioning the Abi-q Mar. 14. 31. 
lity and Fulneſs of Chriſt to ſave us to the nrmoſt. -- 
And though we "think ir our' prefenr Duty nor-to' reject aft 
Preaching, whoſe Dottrinal - part treads in the ſteps of the- firlt 
Reformers; though the Application be-mixed with Tome {elf 
Darkneſs and Legality « putting difference betweerr them and 2 Jude 22. 
others, pulling them out of the fire by Iove and familiarity ; yet 
b deteſting every Garment of Doctrine, fo far as iris ſpotted with 
the Flcth of Man's Wiſdom :: Yet notwith{fanding all thoſe; under * © *> 
what Name or Denomination ſeever, whoſe Tenenrs-corrupr the 
Doctrine of the Perſforr of - Chriſt, either denying or le eting 
his God-head, his Humane Nature, or myſtical” Union'of both 
Natures in one Perſon, or elſe ſeprrating the Natures, or con- 
tcunding them. - As likewiſe all thoſe that: add the leaſt mixtore 
to ' Chritt's Righeeouſnelſs, though ' it be - their own (as of Faith 
in point of Acceptance, Acquittance, /»nd the obtaining. of Pace _ WY: 


of Conſcience, ard who * | s Trr* ', 
[3 By: 


”_— s "4 
]” Ms, fo 


A Rom.56. IO. 


. 6 Rom. 4.' 5- 
Epheſ. 2. 8. 
2 Tun. 1. 5. 


c Gal. 1. 7» 


(6) 


and” infinitely iree in the purpoſe of God in Election, in the-pubs 

lick and indefinite Maniteſtation of it in the a Perion of Chritt, 

by Redemption, and. in 6 aCtual conferring of it, and manifeſting 

of it in effetual Vocation to a particular Soul, who alſo make 

Faith and Repentance foreſeen as Conditions of tne Eternal Ele- 

ction, and of the Pagrnny ar of Chriſt Jeſus, and Faith and 
u 


Repentance, aCtual in the the preparative federal Conditi- 
ons of poſleſſin += fagrous þ of EleCtion in Chriſt our Head ; 
whether it be Chriſt's aQtual influential Union to us,  Juſtifica- 
tion, Adoption, or any other Grace whatever : But eſpecially 
the Perverters of the Goſpel, thoſe molt refined and ſubril reſerves 
of Antichriſt, {ingled out to ſupport its tottering Cauſe in this 
his laſt War with the Lamb, in theſe laſt days, who «© pervert 


the Goſpel, turning it up-fide down, aſſerting Faith, Repentance. 


and Holineſs to be given to the Soul before the Peron of Chrifſt, 


and his Righteouſneſs, denying:that blefſed Order of the tenders 
and gitts of the Goſ} el, which is fult the d Son of God freely, 
and then all things freely with him ; refuſing him and his Righ- 
teouſneſs to have the e pre-eminence in all things ; f even in their 
actual beftowment as they ought to have. And beſides all this. 
wickedly intruding a new Law of their own Invention, require- 
ing imperfeq Faith and .Repentance, and. Goſpel Obedience on: 


Man's part, as the imperfe& and ſinful Condirions of the Goſpel- 
Juſtification ; thereby g vacating the good old righizous Law of: 


God, ſerting up Terms of ohtaining Spiritual BleJings, exceed- 


ing derogatory to the Holineſs of God's Nature, Ways and Laws, 


- and contrary to the freeneſs of his Love and Grace, from the 


h 1 Car. 1. 31. 
2 Tilh. 2. 1. 


| 3 Tim. 6. -N 


Tit. 11. 1. 
þ Gal. 1. 9: 


Eternal Purpoſe thereof in Ele&jon, even unto the Execution of 
EleQting Grace here and in Glory. 


We do declare and proteſt againſt them ad their DoQrine, 


and likewiſe all thoſe that teach- us to þ glory in any thing bur 


the Lord, or be ſtrong in apy other Grace, but that Grace that - 


is in Chriſt Jeſus. And do reſolve in the ſtrength of Chriſt's. 
Grace to teltifie all manners of ways even unto. our Blood, 
againſt any other Goſpel than the Goſpel of our dear Lord , and 
againſt all other DoQtrines than thoſe that are 7 according to 

odlineſs, and if Men moſt noted for knowledge and Holineſs, 
or an # Angel from Heaven preach any other Goſpel, and main: 
tain thoſe Tenents before-mention'd, we-do in the preſence and 
ſtrength of Chriſt promiſe and engage to witneſs againſt them by 


publick Preaching, ayd declaring againſt ſuch Principles, by with- 
drawing from them, and not receiving them to- our - Houles,. nor:- 


bidding them God's ſpeed, according to- the Command of the 
Lord, 2 Zebz 10. and by cheeriully and  triumphantly deliver- 


ing 


—— oe 
AX. 


C127 
ing our Poſſeſſions, Liberties and Blood, as a Teſtimony againſt 
them and their pernicious ways, if called thereto. 

We likewiſe now judge, and are perſwaded, that when we Co- 
venanted with one another to follow the Lord in the Obſerya- 
tion of Goſpel Ordinances, and the performance of all relative 
Dutics in this Church, we profeſſed for all his Eccleſiaſtical Inte- 
reſt, and * gave up our ſelves ro walk with him and one another, *xz&. 43.11. 
in all the Forms, Laws, Ordinances and Statutes in his Houſe, 
all which Forms and Statures are molt holy, and a tend to pro-aEz. 43. 13. 
mote Holineſs in the b Holy Citizens of Z:0r. Particularly that pal. 15. 
we are thereby obliged, and by his Word to love our Lord and 
King with the c higheſt love, and to teltifhte love: to him,” by c Gat. 5. 6. 
keeping all his Commands in his 4 Houſe, to Honour, Reverence, d Joh. 14. 15. 
and bow to his Authority and Power lodged therein, and thar a: 10. 40. 


Authority alfo as cloathing his e Officers, Ruling in his Name, . 16.17, 18. 


to f maintain the Rights and Privileges of any particular Church, fy ” 4 % 
tris Clerzy, his Body, g againſt all Innovations and Uſurparions & 1 Cor.12.27. 
trom Officers or Members within, from Siſter Churches, or their 
Officers without , not committing by Delegation the Power and 
Judgment of the Church tro any þ minority of it, becauſe thereby , > cox. 2. s. 
the torm' and faſhion of a Goſpel Church is alter'd, and is not ac- 
cording to the Pattern in th2 Mount. We farthermore ſee that 
w2 ought to maintain rowards each other Pore Love, and unfeign- 
e1 in all the Roots and Springs, and EffeQts thereof ; and 7to;1 Rom. 12.5. 
watch againſt all deteRs therein, either in Root or Branch. And x Pet. c. 22. 
therefore we being now griev'd for great decays on us in our love * 
towards the Lord J-ſus, and ro one another, do in the preſence 
and might of our Bleſf:4 Adyocate and Intercefſor, promiſe and 
reſolve to abide in the Love of Chriſt, & that our Hearts may & Joh. 15. 5. 
be {tirr'd up to love hit, and in love to obey his Royal Laws , 
particularly to reverence and ſubject ro his awful Power and Au- 
rhoriry in Church Atſemblies, as if he were himſelf perſonally 
among us, nor aftronting iis Preſence by a ſlight Carriage, nor his 
Majetty there on his Throne, by*proud rebellious un ervaluing 
Thoughts, by pafſionare Reflectings, Revilings, or contemptuous 
Spezches, or by any unhecoming Carriage or Geſture whatever.; 
nor d<ſpiſing his Dominto! in his Houſe, as the / filthy Dreamers | Jud, 2. 2Per. 
of old, not grieving nor quenching his Spirit, nor ftubbornty, NOT 10. 11. 
rebe!lioully deſpiſing and rejeCting his Admonitions in his Church» | 
Nor tainking his Yoak heavy, nor his Purdzn weighty, bur count- 
ing it an unvaluable 'Bl:fhirg to be under his ſtricteſt and higheſt + 
Watch and*Care.in his Church. And if his Children (which Gcy Marth. 11. 3c. 
forbid) fhould, err inthe Judgment of any ot us, we ſhall by Pray- 
ins tor them, by Reatoning = them, irom Chriff's Ruics, in 

2 2 his 
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i1's bowels, Mecknets, and with our own, Ininging the Advice of 

"ther Siſter Churches, moſt faithful to Chniſt, endeavour to res+ 

Guce them, but ſhall not ſlight them, nor uncover their Naked- 

nels, becauſe they. are the Throne of Chriſt's. Glory, ' and the 

« £24. 43-7: place of the Soles. a of his Feet, leaſt we ſhould thereby wound 
bis Perſon, his Honour ,, aftront tis Majeſty, Crown and Dignity 

in b:s. Houſe. ; | 

þ r-m. 12.8, We that are Rulzrs do in, the preſence of Chriſt engage to rule 
; [oth 1-576: fuichJully diligently band couragioully c in Faith, in the tear of God,d 
"t £212, In Meeknels,c and Authority, / hating Covetouin-ſs,and Partiality, g 
Tim. 2. :s, having took the over fighr of. the Flock of God which. he has 


6. IVE: 
Ic. :5. 43. purchas'd with his, own Blood, and not for filthy Lucres ſake, 


f Tit. 2. 15. . nor out of conltiaint ;. Þþ rot czafing to warn them Night and Day 


E _ Fs = with Tears, ; watching againit the Aſſaults of Satan, and their own 
; Aﬀts 2, 29. COrruptions againſt grievous Wolves, that may not ſpare. them, 
ec. & Tim. 1. ard againſt them that may ariſe among themſelves, ſpeaking per- 
2 Brb, FX-1- verſe things, endeavouring to turn them afide from the Lord that 
bonght them. .& 

We alfo that are ruled in the Church of, Chriſt do before our- 
Crowned, King, and ſtrengthened with his might, ſolemnly pro- 
miſe to ohey. our Rulers ſet. over us in the Lord, to follow their 
Fanh, and conſider the ends. of their Converſation, to ſubmir 
our ſelves to them according to.the Word. of the Lord, for they 
watch for our Souls as they that muſt give an Account, that they 
EPS. .- . dg it with joy, and not with grief, / and alſo pray tor them. 

"12 * We do.now. in the preſence and Grace of our deareſt Lord, that 
«{.<.12. hath redez2m'd. us, likewiſe engage as a Church' of Chriſt in all 


Ti: $.1.7,8, 


r- (4.4. 3 refpetts to endeavour to keep the unity. of the Spirit. in the bond 
Treg 5 x Of T'=ace,7 uri{e;gnedly. loving the Perſons of.one another, without 
per x difmulition, o even when we bear the greateſt Teſtimony againſt 


eB mr 12.8, their lin; and as the eft:s of that endeared. brotherly Love ta 


i Fer. 224 watch f over our Brethren and Sifters that they do not decline in 
Finch 5.15 their acts of Faith. or turn aſide from the Faith of the Goſpel, 
_£0:fidering and gerting down into ane anothers. Hearts contiiuv- 

ally, that we may mutually provoke one another. to love, and 

to go:d Works ; not forſaking the aſſembling our ſclves toge: 

ele 24.55 HET any Manner of way, for this good end and purpoſe. q Likewi1: 
-+—* with the. aſſiſtance of the Spirit of Grace we ſhall endeayour 
a PW. 1s, 2. 10 be very tender of cne anothers ood. Names, a Bodies, Health, 


Mus 8.35. Lives, b and. outward Eſtate: c We ſhall be ready to aſſiſt one 
erGr.1a611 ;o0tizer kerein to the utmoſt, bzing concern'd for the particular 
ev. 19-1” welfare of each other therein, as for. our. own., We no lefs 
#1 i-kn1-6. judge it, our Duty, rot to ſuffer the leaſt Sin, and the leaſt 


2-6iy: 1 appearance of eyil ro reſt on one another, d as knowing, that 
ND . ” Pct Gn 
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Sin: reſting on a Brother or Sifter, will mar their-' preſent 


Communion with the Lord Jeſus. a If the faultbe ſecret we a 1 1-k. 1.6, 


ſhall with great Secrecy admoniſh a Brother or- Sifter,, and out 
of duz2 regard to their Reputation, forbearing to reveal it ro-our 
moſt intimate Boſom-Friend þ unleſs it be to ſome Officer, if the 
Caſe be dubious, provided we can but gain by our Loving Admo- 
nition ; But if. not, we ſhall-in the Strength of the "Lord: take 


b Mar. 18; 15, 


two or three more.c as Witneſles and Aſſociates wirh-us, fartherc Mar. 18. 15. 


to warn. and. bzſezch them, in the Bowels and- tender Mer- 
cies of God in Chriſt, to reyent of their evil, yer not preſume 
ro publiſh their Faults to any, but thote we take with us, and it” 
any among, us publiſh the Miſcarriage of any Brother or Siſter, 
unleſs it be with a defignto take the Parties with them as Wir-- 
neſſ-s. we ſhall faithtully admonifh them for. breaking the Rules 
of Chiiſt in ſo doing. In all the diſcharge of our Darics hicherto, 
we ſhall carefully watch againſt any Prejudice to 4hzir Perſons, 
by ating and dwelling in the Bowels of. Carift, and” confilering 
them ascloath'd with his Righteouſneſs, and clezn in Gol's fight; 


d We alſo l:aning on Chriſt's Strength to aſhit us, ſhall endeavour 7 Cant. 4. 6 


to diſcharge our Duty with great Faithfulneis to rhem, as well 
as Tend?rneſs, contentedly bearing Oppolitions from themſelves 
and others-in hard Thoughts, Speeches, Frowns and finilter Con- 
{trutions, out of ſince pvc to Chriſt's Glory, and the. good of 
their Souls. And if e cannot reclaim them-by theſ2 methods 
of Mercy and. loving Kindneſs, for the Prevention of the farther. 
{preading of their evit without delay acquaint the - Church with ' 


it. ec We with him on Thrones of Judgment in his Name and , 246, 18. 1+ 


Power, tm his Preſence and Might ; and. in his render Bowels 


fhall —_— any Brother or Siſter, thus brought before us, f or f 1 Theſ.s.r 4 
a 


any whoſe 
backing our Admonition from his Word and Authority. and his 
govereign Grace. committed. to us, /If' w2 ſez on2 Admoniction 
begin to take place, we ſhall wait for their thorough Repentance, 
till we ſee. occaſion: And when ever we ſee our Adminiſtration 
bleft for their thorough - Humiliation, and our Endeavours uſed 


ults are in_their own nature publick, g publickly g rT:n.'s. :- 


'm a Spirit of þ Meekneſs ſucceed ; we ſhall be. moſt ready to rc- & Gu. 6. 


ceive them into the Boſom of our Lord and his Church, teiti!y- 
ing in his Name, his, and our declard Forgiveneſs to them, For- 
giving them w Fe all Readineſs and Cheartulnefs, as God for Chriit's 


lake has forgiven us, 1 no Man daring to upbraid them in the i Eph. & -=- 


leaſt, whilſt they walk with us in Love, and the. Laws of Ckrift : 
Burt if to the diſhonour of the Name of Chriſt, the wounding and 
hard*ning of their own Souls, and cur Grief and Shame, they 
contiaue obſtinate and impenitent, we having mourned firft over 
them 


(10) 

tiem,: ſhall in the Name, and Power of Chrilt our King, with 
enflamed Zeal for his Natne, Rule and foul, in Tendernets, Love 
and Faithfulneſs to their Souls, .cur-them oft ard deliver them to 
| Satan, for the DeſtruQtion of the Proud Fleth, thic their Spirit 
a Mar. 18. 17. may be ſaved in the Day of Chriſt a; and this will we do with 
1Ccr.5.2,3,4,5 the Lord's help in Faith, that this Ordinance fall. be bleſt for their 
cj TD recovery in God's time #, if they belong to the-EleEtion of Grace. 
Tit. 4.16,” Nevertheleſs, we ſhall continue to Jove tkeir Perſons, and pray 
2 Thel. 3. 14. for their recovery, not counting them as Enzm.es, but warpints 
b 1 Cor. 5. 5. them as thoſe thar yer may approve themſclves to be Brerhren, c 
c 2 Thel-3.14-1yhen cver we meet them, 4. charging their Evils on thum : 
And yet will notwithſtanding withdraw all mannzr ot familiaricy 
4 2 Theſ. 3. 5. or Communion with them, d even that what may be us'd'with 
the molt profligate Sinners, molt ccalcientioully .abfuining from 
e1Cor.5.10.1 Eacing and Drinking with them ; e All this we ſhall dv in the 
| Exercife of the greateſt love to their Perlons, firmly believing 
theſe are the greatelt Teitimonies of love thar can be thown them 
under {uch Circumſtances; being affur'd thar ſuch Cafriages 
towards them conſcientiouſly practiſed in Faith and Love, will 
' be bleſt in time, to ſhame, reclaim and re-in{tate them into Fel- 
lowſhip with the Father and the: Son, and his Children ; In the 
conſcientious diſcharge of thts Duty towards them, as a Church. 
and as Members thereof in our reſpettive private Stations. We 
{hall not be affraid of Anger, Reyilings, nor Perſecutions from 
them, from Churches, Proteſſors, or rhe World, bur willingly 
f Luke 17.3.4. and cheerfully ſubmir to all manner of. Sufterings f/ upon this Ac- 
2C21.2.7-8.10- count for Chriſt's ſake; When ever God gives them ' true Repen- 
tance, we ſhall, with great teadinels, cheertulneſs and renderhearrt- 
edneſs, forgive them in the Perſon, Name, and Spirir of Chriſt, 
receiving ot them t@9 Communion with the Lord and us, with 
the. greateſt Demonſtrations of Love rowards them imaginable, 
1 Eph. 4.1.32.8 00t only forgiving, but torgetring, and never upbruiding them 
hCol.3.13.13. With their tzults b (and it any do 1o, calling them ro an Account 
for it) whillt theſe recover'd Brethren and Sifters walk with us in 

the Ways and Statutes of the Lord Jetus. | 
We alto being greatly humvl<d tor divers Breaches made among 
us upon the bonds of Love, dv jn the Prefence, and retting on 
the Grace that is in our Tiedd ior us fol:mnly. promie ro our 
Lord, and one another z; watch "againſt all thoſe Evils that de- 
{troy, (v12.) groundleſs Jealoufics, evil Surmifings, that are the 
firlt coolers of brotherly Love : 10 alſo againſt fecrer Whitperings 
_ Tale bearings and Backþirings, which are the curſed S-2d of :Se- 
dition and Diſcord ſown in a4 Church, and in like manner againſt 
all Wrath, Prejudice and Malice; iwellings or yauntings 'over 
| One 


_—_ 


> 
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one another, and-de{piftinys vi , one another; Tumults; jSeditions, 

Factions, Clamours, or evil Speakiiig ot,-or.. to, 0ne another, for- 

bearing all manner of Reflzttions, .Reproachings and Revilings for 

Chriſt's ſake. a Aud no lets $2 we engage againſt Wronging a2 Cor. 12. 25. 

one another, as-to worldly Goods, Life, or 439 againſt all Gal. 5. 20. 21, 

cowardly and coverous refulings the aſſiſting one another,, by Coun- EP? 4- 31- 

renance, Advice and Purſe, to the utmoſt of our. Ability, band, , &. 5 

againſt any-other rhing, or behaviour, that is in the leaſt con-1. Tims 4. 16. 

trary to the Royal Law. of Love. We think our ſelves-in Conſci- Rom. 12. 10. 

ence bound and engag'd to love the Perſons of thoſe that are un- 13: 15. 17: 

der Dealing, and Excommunication among our ſelves, ſo alſo to —— W%+pol 

love thz Perſons of the World, and the Profellors that we h "pogo 

are Godly, tho' they hate us. for Chriſt's ſake : Bur above Al. 

not to ahate in cur. Love in-the leaſt- towards our Brethren and: 

Siſters, differing trom us.in ſome Perſwaſtons; c though ms Rom. 14. I: 

we are bound by th'2 great Law of Love to endeavour the Conyi- 

ctions of each other in all things wherein we difter, not by abſurd 

Cavillings, and Rethly Obje&tions for Maſtery, but by the. Word 

and Spirir of the Lord in Meekneſs and Tenderneſs, without heats 

and prejudice, purely tor the dilcovery of the Fruth, d that:we «Gal. 6. c. 

may be ſtill growing to that ſtature of Fulneſs which is-in Chriſt ; 2 Tins 2. 23. 

e And ſo came art laſt to ſpzak the ſame things, to be pert: by —— 

Oo af one 4 4, 13+ -. 

joyn'd together in the ſame Mind and Judgment, f which will # {'cq;.1. to. 

be the Crown and Glory on Churches. in the latter Day ; g and g Ita. 52. 8. 

therefore let us pray in, Faith and in the Holy-Ghoſt, uſing all 

Endeavours, for tlat eid and purpoſe, that are according: to the: 

Mind of Chriſt, and. the Rule of his Word. As to Mzmbers of Si- 

irer Churches, we judge we are in Dary bound to: love them as 

our own, ( they being allo of the Body of Chriir,) and to uſe. 

the ſame Methvds wwarids them in love, when we ſee them-of- 

tend, and if we ſee them impenitent, to bring them before the 

Church, to which they belong. We alſo judge the Vows of the . 

Lord are upon us, to walk in Communion with Siſter Churches, - 

giving: them no juſt Offence þ unleſs they take Oitence at the,,.___.. 

matrers of our God, We judge'tis not in our power to Un<church = 

rhem, tho! they do not come up ta ſuch degrees of: Purity in 

Reformation, yer we thiuk our ſelves in Duty. bound, and folemn- 

ly engagg to- our, Lurd to warn them of Errouss' in Dottcine + 

and Practiſe; eſpecially ro reſtifiz againſt the Oppoſition to the 

Faith and. Order of the Golpet ; to invite them to-go along with. 

us. in Generation-work. and the Work of Reformation, to warn 

them in.the Bowels 0i Chriſt, of the careleſsneſs, and neglect ns: 

in, to manage thoſe kind and brotherly Aqmomtions, by Meen- 

gers, Letters, or by Printing, (yet not publiſhing their. Faults " 
the 
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(12 World) 35 Thall be thovght moſt expadient, D/ the/advice 
-+ Faithful Siſter Churches; "And if this reforms them not, to de” 
clas Non-Communion with them- And furthermore, W- he 
aMigted Chileren of the Lord 1 this Church, having in ſeveral 
\ - days of Prayer, 141d low ar th£ Foot of Chriſt, Gr divers Neg” 
lcfts and Remiſhons, :n following hi 1 111 rhe Ordinantes 
Ws Rouſe; do now in his Righteouſits15 and the Light and Lit- 
har i51n him, flemnly Vow £0 his Anointed King and Lord, £9 
follow hint fully m 411 his Apprements in his Houle, and to fil 

br Houſe as 100 > vie Can With ſich OMcers as Ar- ment1on 
"in his Word. © We alſo eng1g- confſcientioully and conſtantly 


; Tim- 3+ 12* Ford's Supper; 1 Preaching) Prophecy Ing, © Pray WS) t Prailing 


| Cor. ER OY Vocal Singing Teiching and Admonithing one another 1 Our 


War: 3-55- TO Church Meztlgs- 1 to X jen with our {ord in his Houle, 


© 1 Cor.41- , and KEEP it clean, £0 adMir 


23) XC. Py CP als 7, p Pa = . 
7 Eor. 344 Mouths, that they have believ 1 on Chriſt and his Righteoulne13 


with their Hearts, * wita allo 4 Prof:Mon of their Allegiancs T9 
0 follow S1o1r's King in tne Laws and Starurzs of Nis Houle, & ans 
-— pa 14- for rhat end their iolemn Covenanting with the Lord, and -us: 
f Mt, 3. HET Le to adimoniſh Offenders, and 0 calt our, it need be, and 
Cer, 14 46 ©, BYE our Joynt Advice ad AMiſtance in all * {5 of Difficulty 
© 2.16. . Theretors We do again come under our ſolemn Vows tothe Lord. 
ih 4 to frequent all rh! Alle; ablies of S507, unle1s hindred by lengrit 
Ir Lo werknels of Body 0! fach extraordinary Qecations, 
+" that May 2 uffictent Rextons in 2 hallance of 1! Sanctuary 

Rom. 109-15 FOT our abſence At any ome. We 45 a Church, and each Mem- 
Y r her in 027 private Cupacities, 4o in Chriſt's Preſ:nce and Strengch 
& 2 Cor. 3+.92 ehpage ©? warch over Out Brethren and Siſters, Lhat they be not 
: negligent and remils 1 artzading the afembli:s and g:rvices of 
Thatch. We atio ſolemnly Promiſe to Ut! Lotd and t0 

one another, char we will not keep away &ormihe Lord's Table, 
-ypon the ACCount of Satan's Temptations, © Ot our own Unbeliz?, 


Scrength difobey him out ing, d-{piic his Qrdinances, fin again!t 
our holy Etowſhip, and puniſh our. (elyes tor tR& Offence' of 


* 


Sto firſt loved us, we. refotve and engap 


| C 
.tigual recourſe to the Blood of Sprinkling, to waſh away t ihe 
Stains thereof, and do in his Protincs and Strength promiſe to 


to te ſubjeEt"ro thoſe higher” Powers the Lord Jeſus firs ovet 'E5, 


Ax& 13 


'L E to the L bo no 
ar ore as a ye ſet on '2 LO 7; bob; ey hp 


iniſtrations, and to appear publick Ris ve the face of 


fition whatſoever. , 
IgE o alſo reſolve as a Royal Priefth6od it' cur Profetion Or: 
Walk and Coterfatlon! 'with the loſs pf” our 
ives and Liberties, out Reg atations and Eftates rand en 
"that is dear unto us; to bear our Teftirpony ol all 4. Chur- 
ches and. Worſhip whatſoever. To Wit, | againit the Mother 
of Harlots and all her Daughters ; aud we  likewils proteſt againſt 
Jdolatry, Superſtition, Imapoſition and * Fedcnggn, 'wh Tere 

and whatſoever. And in love "to big, and; ga IeS of fits 

by the ſtan: | 
of the Grace that is in-him, to have ANIONS 'do'togo near their 
falſe Worſhip, unleſs it be to teſti5c againft em, that we will 
withdraw from 'em, and that we will not joyn with thoſe thar 
joyn with em, who ate confederates againſt Cori And. this 
Teſtimony we engage in Chrift's Preſence bt bear , everyun 
and in every place whatever, even in Cour ts. $ {ju cature, an 
a the Place of Execution if call'd th!fero) *Fatthermore, we 'be- 
Leevincad and humbled, | that we and our Fathers have either 
y neglected or cowardly betray'd the Intereſt of,our Bleſſed 


Tood, _ King of Nations ; and do humbly. waiting for his Com- 
1 ing in his ftren h, reſolve that_we ſhall from time to time, as he 


ightens us, eads us and calls us, be. .teady 10 part with our 


All, in aſſerting and maintaining all his Royal Peri cives and 


Rights, as King of Kings, and Lord of - Lords, againſt all. Ene- 


ies and Oppolition ahapeoant to his Crown and Dignity, to whom 
the Kingdoms of the Earth belong, and. tha we ſhall faithfu 


.teltify againſt any that ſhall thus betray his Cauſe, and Intereff. 
And alſo when we in our late Covenant eng oft to perform all 


relative Duties, not only in the Houſe of God; but Ale llenbere; ; 
we Judge that by the Word of the Lord, and gur own Vots, we 
are obliged to fill each his place, and diſe . our relative 4 
ties in our reſpeQive Stations and Capacities, We therefore gr 
ly 'grieved for divers NegleQs and Breaches Ibo, do enigagi 
the Preſence, Power and Spirit of the, Loxd Jeſus, to have 


watch againſt all ſuch Breaches of his Rules in our ſelves and. o- 


| cher. 


| We do alſo Covenant with the. Lord, and with one. anothgr, 
30 1co the good and welfare of the Nation we live in, 76. 2. 10. 


& / '$ 
WIR 
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Roe:.13. 12. Not gnly for Wrath, but for Conſcience {7 ; 
ing Tri ane) wo Fe ; Miniſters,. v,,6. yer as 28 | 4 
of God ; but not ing Gur Liber for a Cloak of Maliciouſheſs, 
1 Pet. 2.16. and hereb _—_—_ to fileace the Ignorance @f fool- 
iſh, Meng v.45. We that are Husbards do promiſe to love our 
Wines, as Chyi eng Church," Eph. 5.. 25. And as out own: 
Boles, = 28. Jeaving all and cleaving to our Wives, v. 28.. not- 
being; bitter againſt *em, Cok 3. 19. dwelling with *em according 
to Knowledge; giving Honour to '*em as the weaker Veſſels; 
forbearing to fin afore *'em, and covering their Infirmities, as be- 
ing Heirs together of the Grace of Life, that our Prayers may not 
be. hindred. We alfothat are Wives Covenant with the Lord and. 
with: 6ne anather, to loye and ſubmit_our ſelyes ro our own Hus« 
bands as unto the Lord, Ephe/. 5. 22. being ſubje&t to''em, as the 
Church is nnto Chrift, v. 24. having our Converſation chafte 
with Fear and. Reverence to our Husbands, 1 Pez. 3. 2. Avoiding. 
the Fride'ot Apparel, and. coniormable Faſhions, v. 3. being meek 
2nd auilet in our Spirits and Deportments in our Houſes, v. 5, our 
Obedience being founded. on love without fear and flavery, v. 6. 
Telng Sober, lovers of our Husbands and Children; Diſcreet, 
Chalte, keepers at Home, obedient to our Husbands, 1 Tyr. 2: 4, 5. 
We that are Parents engage to- the Lord and to his Church to dil: 
charge all Duties to our Children, as the Lotd enlightens-ns- and 
itrengthens us, reaching *em in the- way wherein they fhould go, 
bringing *em up in the Nurture and Admonition ' of the, Lord, 
not provoking. em to.wrath by unjuſt and” cruel Carriage, Eph. 
6. 4. We that are Children promiſe to the Lord:and his Church 
in egy his Grace. to Obey our Parents in all things in 
the Lozxd, Ephbe/. 5..1. Co. 3. 20. We that are Maſters and Mi- 
ſreffes alſo Covenant. with the Loxd and his Church, in. the 
ftrength of Chriſt, to carry it juſtly and. mercifully towards. onr 
S:rvams, forbzaring Threatnings, ard .unchriftian' Violence,. Eph. 
6. 9. We that are Servants Covenant with the Lord and his 
People, to Obey them that are our Maſters according to the 
Fleſh, with Fear. and Reverence;; ' not with Eye-ſervice as Men- 
Waters, bur 'in fioglenefs of Heart as, unto Chriſt, as baving a 
| 4 (9 to his Eye on us more than Man's, Foter 6. 5, 6. 6.7. 8. 

; t 


3. 22. endeavouring to pleaſe 'em-in all not contradi- 


Qing or anſwering again, nor robbing *em of their Time nor 
Goods, bur ſhewing all good Fidelity, 1z7.. 2, 9, 10c.. and thus we. 
will carry it, not only to godly and gentle Maſters or Miftrelſes, 
bat alſoto thoſe. that are Carnal and Froward, 1 Per. 2,18. Laftly, 
we promiſe to the Lord and his Church, to carry it with Juſtice 
and Mercy, to the Names, Eftates, Bodies and Souls of our Gr 

na 
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nal Neighbours, forbearing to 'Reproach "em, #nd+ fvound their 
Reputation, to do 'em the leaſt Damage ih. their iFitatgs,: wil in- 
jury to their Bodies, of laying ftomblingblocks inthe way of their 
Souls ; And thus as much as inns lies we follow! Peace with: all 
Men, but with Holineſs, which confifts in avoiding Joyaing with 
*em in the leaſt Evil, or give up to 'em the. leaſt Truth of Chrilt, 
or for to pleaſe *em in-denying the leaſt thing that relates to the 
Faith and Order of the Everlaſting Goſpel. Eng 
Now to ſum up-all, we finally Ptomiſe and Covenant with, 
the Lord and his Church, in the Preſence and Grace of Chriſt, 
to obey his whole Will revealed in his Word, "ExplaineÞro us 
by his Spirit ; nor-do we by this Covenant limit our ſetves to 
what is herein contain'd, but engage to wait on the Lord for 
turther diſcoveries of his Mind ant Win. © belteving he wih-revest 
it to us, and if there be any Wood, Hay, or Stubble, in this 
Form of Covenant, we are: content it ſhould be burnt up by 
on Holy Spirit. We alfo ſolemnly promile and engage in the 
reſence and Strength of Chriſt,-whatever tiriher diſcoveries af 
Light may be firlt manifeſted to the meanelt-of us, we gvill 
_ examine it by the Word of Ged, and forvent-PrayerSand 
- ſhall be far from rejeCting or fighting againſt it, unleſs 1t be re- 
_ to us by the Spirit, after due ſearch; that it. is of Agti- 
chrilt, rm 4 
'We do now ſolemnly declare, that we. do not hereby, nor 
will not impoſe on the Conſciences of our Brethren aud Siſters, 
that are amongſt us, in Indifferences of lefler: moment, that walk 
conſcientioufly np to their Light, $*horring all ro be Faithful 
oy and of a peaceable'Sprrit, ready to tollow on to know 
We engage likewiſe, and ſolemnly promife all of us, that if 
any of us ſhould heſitate about any DoQrine or PraQiſe, contrary 
to: the Faith and:!'Praftiſe 'of the Church; to.conſult with the 
Charctr and ' its Officers, at leaſt for 6ur own Satisfaction, if not 
for the Churches Convittion, (provided it be right) ar: befofe any 
of us do cordially arid thoroughly eſpouſe it. a=» 
The.. whole Will of God revealed in his Word, we ſolemniy 
romiſe and engage in the.Loye, - Strength and bm of t 
ord; and his holy Angels: and Belieyers, to, conlent 2 a 
approve'of;' to comply with, 40, ſtudy . to be found. in. Be pIa- 
tie" of, 'and': make 'the Rules of, our holy Walk. to be huth- 
bled for the leaft . breach thereof, and to have continual re+ 
courſe: to the Blood of - Sprinkling, as cleanſing from the ſtains 
thereof. to_ubide -in the PFerſon-and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt by 
Faith; whe 7 our-room and ſtead, 2s. one . ſurety, has pitt 
k :.: ci5Iiw Wo T3 7 C 2 13 19 Ly:9H + | IK 
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ly performed theſe our Engagetnents andiPreſents, our Obedience, 
as -wfapt. up in hisRighteouineſs, through the hands of gur High- 
Prieft, in the Exerciſe of our Royab Prieſthood. t9-our God and: 
Father, for the Honour of. his: Namie, the commendation of his 
Holy Religion, as the Teſtimonies of our Love, Thanktulneſs, and: 
Gratitnde towards him. 

Now to-- hin-that hath waſhed us. from, our Sins in his own 
Blood, and has made us Kings aud. Prieſts, to God - and his Fa- 
ther: to him be Glory and Dominion tor ever. Amer. | 


There are ſome\Krrata's in this Covenant and Explanation which the Publiſher did 


(4) To juſt 
he uhis they 


nor think fic ro alter, they being che ſame in the Copy. 


I OE 
i 


DISCIPLINE. 


' A N10 1692, Richard Davis, who ſtiles himſelf Paſtor of the 
- Church at Rorhiwel/, in the County of Northampton, ad- 

mitted Members according to the Subſtance of the Form under- 
written, which he called, 4 Church Covenant, viz.. 

Paſtor. Do yeu in the preſence' of 'God the Father; Son, and - 
Noly Ghoſt, ad this Congregation here preſent,” Groe your ſetves 
up wnto ws, as vie have given our ſelves. to one another, (a) 7o- 
walk with us and only us, in all Goſpel Ordinances, and the dit- 


urge 2 Cor.8,5, Charge of all Relative Duties, as God ſhall help you ?- 


Anſw. Yes. 


F 


Pafter. So do we, in the aforeſaid awfal' Prefence,” Covenant: 
to walk with you in the ſame, and,” if'we hall be let info any! 
Jurther Light, to make it known to you. } + 

In the time of Thomas Browning, the Predeceſor of Richard 
Davis, the cuſtom, at Rothwell, had been to have their Paſtor Or- 
dained by the Elders of other Churches.z but. when Davis was: 
made Choice of for their Paſtor, the Charch at Rothwell pleaded. 
- that they were Independent, and conſequently. ought to -have :the 
privilege of Ordatning their own Paſtor, and-accordingly Ordain- 
ed R. Davrs. | "50 

This occaſioned ſome Differences in-the Con pation, and; by 
degrees, others aroſe ; whereupon, about the: Year 1694,. the 
other Covenant- was Framed and. Printed, with Explanation 


by way of Renewal of their former Covenant, to Wich the grea- 
ia 
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ter part aſſented and remained Members: Thoſe wlio did not, 
when they had yarn for a diſmiſfion and were refus4/ir,- joins 
ed with other Congregations according to their diſcretian;:-and 
were cut off by thoſe at Rorhwel!. wh Lt yt 

Their Church Officers are of three ſorts, viz. 1. Paſtor. 25 Ek Church 0Sicers. | 
ders. 3. Deacons. 

1. The Paſtor is choſen by the conſent of the major part of the paſts: 
Congregation,' and is Ordained by Impofition of the Hands of the 
Elders of the Congregation. His Office is to Prefide, to Teach, 
to Conſecrate ihe Elements in the Sacrament, and to Baptize. 

2. Elders, who are choſe likewiſe by tlie Congreganon, and Etders. . 
fet aparc by Impoſition of Hands, and are of two ſorts, v2. 
x7. Preaching Elders, whole Office is to Preach and-Rule.. 2; Rw 
ling Elders, whoſe Office is to Rule only : . Not but that they 
may Preach occaſionally, it they pleaſ2. 

2. Deacons, who allo are choſen by the Congregation; ance ſet 
apart to that Office by Impoſition of Hands. Their Ofh:e is to 
take care of the Three Tables, viz. 1. The Lord's Fable. 2. The 
Paſtors Maintenance. 3. The Poor. They Collett the: Alms ct 
the Congregation every Sacrament-Day, which is ordinarily, once 
every three Weeks or Month. They carry the Bread and Wine t9 
the Communicants. They- have the Cuſtody of the Money in 
Bank, and are accountable for it-: This is a fimall Sam. reſerv'd 
to anſwer any particular extraordinary occafion.. Qut of thele Offi- 
_ Elders are generally choſen, not always: . | | 

ey hold, that the Power of each- particular Officer--is- equal 
with the reſt, only the Paſtor preſides for Order ſake ; and-if the 
Paſtor and Officers cannot agree, the Majority of the Congregaticn 
in a Church Meeting determines the matter. 

The Ordination of the Paſtor is-by Impoſition of the Hands of 
the Elders: The Ordination of Elders and Deacons by Impoſi- 
tion of the Hands of the Paſtor and Elders. Hefein they tie ther» 
ſelves to no-form of Words; they ftand during the. Ceremony; 
and Pray before and after, either the' Paſtor or Elders, or-both. 

This is always done at their Church Meetings, where none have 
_—— beſides the Members, and where none elſe uſually are 
preſent. { 5 

The P altor is maintain'd-by:thoſe in-Covenant with him: 'Fhere Wainterree of - 
is a Book for- Subſcriptions ; and if any:Member, able t6-contri- /** Officers 
bute, - refuſe, he is requird: to give:his-Reaſons in pnblick ; and 
if they are not approvd of, and he continue. to refuſe, he is dealt 
withal as a Sinner. This-Subſcription Money is. by. the Deacons 
coleted quattely- and-paid to the Paſtor. . 


Deacmy, 


= 
ce. 


Afcet ings. 
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Nate, That this Subſcription Money is not the whole of the 


"Paſtors Maintenance; becauſe the Women, whoſe Husbands are 
_ of other Congregations, do privately contribute, and that libe- 


rally ; and *tis obſerved, That rhe ſparate Congregations have 
generally -more Women - than Men. Thole likewiſe of meaner 
condition among then, who have dependance on any of the Church 
of England for a Livelihood, are oftentimes excuſed from Sub- 


{cribing, tho? not from contributing in proportion to their Abt 
 liries. 


The Members only are oblig:d to Subſcribe z hut the whole 
Aſſembly is exhorted to coniributs when the Deacons on -the 
Sacrament-Days colle& the Alms -of the Congregation. Theſe 
Colleftions are made every Sacrament-Day ; and out of theſe the 
{everal Officers, if they want, are ſupplied. 

Their Meetings are of four kinds, v2. 

1. On every Lord's Day, for Prayer and Preaching, and- re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, as often as it is Adminſtred ; likewiſe 


" for receiving the publick acknowledgments of thoſe , whoſe 


Crimes have been publick. The acknowledgments here made, 

are | generally by ſuch perſons as have complied too far with 

the Church of Emgl/anl. | Es kg 
2. Solemn Days appointed :by the Congr2gation z the wſual 


occaſions whereof, are to ſeek the Mind oft God, in relation to 


any-differences in their Church; on the Death or Reſignation of the 
Paſtor; when any Officer or other uſetul Perſon hath forſaken 
them ; when there are any Calamities betallen them, oriany Merries 
beftowed on their Church, or the Nation :+ They fay the Holy- 
days obſerved by the Church of Exg/and arc all Popiſh. Chriſt- 


maſs, Eafter and Whitſuntide they regard 110t. State Falts and 


Thankſpivings they do allow of. 

2. Church: Meetings, which confiſt only af the Members, 2, e. 
thoſe who are in. Covenant. ' Theſe ate forFegutating Mazzers in 
their Church and -ate held ſame Day in'the Week betore they 
Break Bread;: They: begin with Prayer, adyiſe together: admit 
Members, admoniſh Oftenders, excotmmunicate. the- Obltinate; re- 
ccive the Penitent, Ec. > bs | FEE 
The ordinary Pennance requir'd, is an acknowledgment -gf the 
Crime at theſe Meetings, with'promilt of future ameridimgur,' 

4. Me ers Monthly Meetings, which: confiſt of theiDele- 
gates or Meltengers: from: a{:ithe Sitter Churches, - 4. 6. thoſe -Eita- 
bliſhed after their Model, within a- certain #recinQ; for-which 
every Church appoints two -or more according. to. its diſcre- 
tion. Theſe are commonly. the Paſtor andoneyor-;twoe Elders of 
each Congregation. The manner of appointing them as follows, 
vs. The Paſtor gives publick notice in a Church Meeting, Thar 

on 


. 
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en ſuch a Day the Meſſengers Meeting, is to be, and defires them-- 
to ſend. their Me uers” and oedinnaily propoſes himftff and 
one More, and, if they conſent, deſires them to lift up their 
Hands ( the uſual ſign whereby they fignifie their conſeat or 
approbat ion. ). At thele Meetings they, Communicate. to each o- 
ther the concerns of their particular \Churches, pive. account 
of all Members cut off, and of all other proceedinfs that are 
material.. If ary difficulrics have ariſen in the particular Congre- 
gations, the reſpeQtive Meſlengers report to -their own Congre- 
gations what was the opinion or determination of. thz Repreſen- 
tatives. of the ſeveral Churches. WO 

Beſides theſe Meetings above-mentioned, at, Rozbwe/' they have £8 

rivate Cabals of truſty Men to prepare matters to be propo- 
ed at their Church-Mcerings, thereby - to prevent any ' nice can- 
valing matters of Controverlie before the Members, for fear of 
raifing or fomenting Diſputes among them. 

Their method in the admithon of. Members, is, v:z. At their 4tmifon of - 
Church-Mcetings the Paſtor gives notice to the Aſlembly, that Memters. 
there are certain perſons who deſign to offer themſelves to the 
Church, and asks their conſent that they may. be called in and 
Examined ; . which obtained, every Perſon is called in by him- 
ſelf and Examined; touching his Converſion, Faith, Expzriences, 

Ec. and then ordered. to withdraw : The Examination finiſhed, 

the Paſtor enquires of th2 Members whether they are willing 

to-receive ſuch and ſuch-particulas Perſons, and, if the Majority 

fignihe their- conſent by. lifting up their Hands, they are.called. 
in, and by .the_Paſtor- acquainted. that the Church is ſatisfied 

of their Experiences, &c. and will admit them by and by. When 
every particular Perſon hath been thus dealt withal;, the Pa- 

ſtor receives-them mores + to the ſubſtance of the ſhorter Co- 

venant, and in a Book which they (diftetent from that which 

contains the Subſcriptions for the Paſtors maintenance) each Perſon 

writes his owa Name. This Prattice they ſay is warranted, 1/ai4h 

the 44th Chap. the 5th Verſ. 

After the ſtricteſt enquiry bf appears that the vines Copy: 
with the Explanation, hath been delivered. to very few;: and thoſe 
SeleA. Perſons; To that-it ſtems to: have been chiefly - Gefigned 
for the Elders, with whom the Memhers .are to conſult. It doth 
not appear that it bath been refuſed. to any Member who hath de- 
frred to- buy it ; tho” the- generality have either not heard of it, 
ar not. ſeen. it. Thoſe who have it are obliged. not to Commu- 
nicate it to: any Stranger, . or. the. World (as they ferm all othas) 
mho are uot of their way,. | 
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© When the Congregation is aſſembled, the Preacher Ste 
"Paſtor or Elder) begins with Prayer, the People awd W nd? 
irg, (they look upon thoſe as lazy who fit and will: not ſuffer 
any Man to be covercd) : When Prayer is ended, they covet their 
Heads, and ſit or ſtand, as they pleaſe, during the Sermon. This 
is the wholg of their Behaviour and" Service, unleſs they Sing an 
Hymn, which they ordinarily do. Ye Ste No AV 

They Baptize both Children and Adult, in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, without the Sign of the Croſs, 
Praying before and after. None Pray on this occafion but the Pa- 
itor, and none but he may Baptize, and that only the Members, 
or Children of the Members of his own Congregarion. No Sure- 
ties are admitted. The Parents are charged in behalf of their 
Children; the Adult takes the charge upon himſelf. If one of 
the Parer.ts he a Member, it's ſufficient to entitle the Child to 
their Baptiſm. Where the Parents are of difterent Perſwaſions 
oy POPs the Children privarely. They ordinarily Baptize at 
a Church Meeting, and 'in any private Houſe if deftired. Chil- 
dren, tho? Baptized by them, -are not eſteemed Members, unleſs, 
when they arrive at Years of Diſcretion, they enter into Cove- 
nant as the other Members have done. | 

Every Member is required to receive the Sacratnent as often as 
it is adminiſtred. The Table ſtands in the midft-of the Congre- 
gation, :near the Pulpit. The Paſtor fits in. his Chair near the Ta- 
ble, and the Receivers on Forms round -about it ; the People, as 
SpeCtators, at ſome ſmall diſtance behind them. 

The Paſtos Prays (all ſtanding) and craves a Bleffing en the 
Bread z then ſets it apart in almcſt the ſame Words which the 
Church of England uics z; then;breaks ' it ' !nto ſmall pieces and. 
Puts them -on divers Plates, faying, whiltt he is breaking,- Thus 
was our Lord's Body torn, mangled, broken, &c. The Bread thus 
broken is carried in the Plates, by the. Deacons, to the ſeveral 
Receivers. * The Paſtor fits in bis Chair Eating with rhe reſt. 

| As ſoan-.as the Bread is Eaten, the Paſtor Prays';, then pours 
ont the Wine, ſaying, Behold .the Blood of Chrift poured out for 
tbee, and for me, and for all of us, &c. Drink: ye al! of | this, 
drink large draughts of the Love of Chrift, . &c. as he thinks 
moſt proper to expreſs himſelf. Then he drinks and gives to the 
Deacons. When all have dravk, the Paſtor Prays, an Hymn 1s 
Sung, and the Aſſembly is diſmiſſed. - _ NO NE5 

They forbid all private Prayer at this*Ordinauce, ſaying; The' 
Paſtors Prayers are ſufficient: They eſteemit'a Memorial” only. : 
Examine none before they come, ſaying,” There is no need*df any* 
more Preparation at that time than any other. In the abſence or 
bckneſs of the Paſtor there muſt be no- Sacrament. It 


: mer > 
EB 301 615 £5: 97 DO 1216 227 | 4 
"If ary Membet plead Confcieice” for, leaving, thetn, and de- ,.....- 
fite a diſcharge, and offer his Reaſoris in nuldick,, they will ay. 5 | 
nt give, him a diſcharge, yrels It be with a Teſtimonial re- . 
ve ig him ro ſome Congregation they approve of. It 
fi | v. 


commen 
hi "4 ſ 0 10y" wich, ſich a, Congregation as they  approrc 
off 'idhſtav hill from" them, the "Cut hin '0 Nan 
Apoſtate. "No pretence *of Confcichee will ptevail © with them 
to allow any-to -Joyn with the Church of, Eng/and, or the 
Presbytefians, or. Quakers, or, the ſtrict Baptiſts. They plead 
they” cannot” diſcharge them, becauſe thoſe Churches they de 
ſite to joyn., with, do not walk accordingly to the Rule of God's 
Word'; ; faying, .. ſhould we. ſuffer you, we ſhault comply with 
you in Sin: Therefore” the . Officers” cliatge them with thei: 
Covenant, and Command them to obey the Authority of Chriſt 
inveſted in them, upon. pain of the diſpleaſure of the King 
of Heayen. , ' ; . _ a N, 
When any, Member revolts, the method they eptoteſs to ob- 
{zrye, 1s, To fend for, him tc give his Reaſons to 'the Church; 
iF ke comes they admoniſh. him to Tteturn ; if he does nor come, 
they empower one' or two Mellengers to go to him, and adme- 
nifh him in the Name of the Church, this thewdo a ſecond time: 
If this prevails not . (after. ſome time allowed according to their 
diſcretion) they ſend Mefſengers'to acquaint hit that on ſuch a : 
Day they intehd to cur him'off; and when they have cut him off, 
they ſend to acquaint him with it.. This is. alwavs Cone at a 
Church Meeting. OR OC x. | - 

If the Paſtor be Living, it is his ' Sole Privilege to pronounce 
the Sentence of. Excommunication. The Method is, to Pray, an 
Exhort the, People on this octafion, *and” rhen to pronounce the 
Sentence in thefe os the Tike Words, viz; 1 do, in 1bz Preſence of 
God, with the judgment and conſert of this Church, deliver © A. B. To juſtific cn 
unto Satan, for the deſtrultion of the Fleſh, to be buffeted *by him, they urge 
that his Soul may be ſavedin the Day of the Lord. They then blor * £97: 5: + & 
his Name out of the Book oft Subſcriptions (which they call the 
Book of Life) and henceforth ayoid him, according” at 1t is ſet 
down in the Explanation of the Covenant. - 

- It any, fick Perſon defires it, the Paſtor and ſome Elders repair _ , 
to him and Anoint him, Priying over him. They dip their Fingers Bs 
in a Porringer or Sawcer of Oyl, wherewith they rub the Temples 
of the Sick Perſon. 

They traduce the-Publick Prayers of the Church 'of England as 
[dolatrous and Antichriſtian, the Miniſters as ſcandajous in their 
Lives; negligent in their Duty, torſaking their own Articles, tor- 
mal in their Adminiſtrations, legal in their Preaching, without the 
Yower of Godlineſs, Ec. | 
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* They call -all Churches and Worhip talſe which are not Eſta. 
vlith'd by a Covenantliks theits, 2. e. all Churches that are not 


Independent. 


They engage not to go near theſe Churches ; and if an ep 


Members occaſionally go, and are uncovereyq. there, they Inter 
jach uncovering an afſenr to the Prayets, qnd deal with fuch 
ſons as Sinners, cutting them of, it they 40 hor teſtifie th 
pentance. _ CI nr cores — NON Ry | 

They ſay, That God hath before ordained” whatſoever comes to. 
17s, even the worlt of Sins, . aid that Sinners” cannot' avoid-com- 
mitting them z Thar it js ro T:0_purpoſe to pray far, or endeayour 
4jrer Kepentance z' becauſe the Sins Nag ec}, paſt, preſent, and, 


ret. 
ei- 


:0 come, . are already forgiven x -aud thligzetore they ought to. pray 
»vily tor the Maniteſtation of. their Pardon. Z A 
Thev look upon themſelves obliged- to Trade with their own 
Members, or thoſe of their, Way, it poſſible: When ſome have 
done otherwiſe, the Paſtor hath publickly , deglared, in "their 
Church Meetings, that it was their Sin, and the Elders. have join- 
ct with him. *Tis a general Rule among them ; Tygde wirh any | 
rather than the Chure) of England. Ig order to perpetuate this 
Schiſm, Davis breeds up Young Men in his Houſg. * . 

According to the belt account I can get, There are about Thir- 
teen gathered Congregations of thisSeparationnder ſerled Paſtors ; 
the Members whereof are computed to be . between, two. and three 
Thouſand. : | | | 

Befides theſe, they have divers Congregations for Prayer and 
Preaching, which have . no- ſerled Paſtors, nor any Adminiſtration 
at the Sacraments. ; 

When any of the Hearers defires to be admitted a, Member, of 
any particular Congregation, notice is given to that Congregation, 
who, at their Church Meeting, appoint the Paſtor, with fome El- 
ders and Deacons, to go and hold a Chuxch Meeting near the place 
where ſuch Hearer dwelleth, and to examine and admit him, as 
before ſpecity'd. | 

When they have ied 4 competent Number of Members in 
any part, they fix a Paſtor among them, and embody them. 

This was the ſtate of the Separation, at Rothwe!!, about the 
Year 1696, Which, as I underkand, has receiv'd no conſiderable 
alteration lince that time. | 
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Friends Fellowſhip wnſt 'be in the Spirit and | all 
Frjends. muſt know one" another in the Spirit and 


Power of God 


Firſt FN all the Meetings of the County two or three being ga- 


'thered from them to; goe to the Generall Meetings for to 
give notice one to another if there be any thar walkes not in the 
truth, and have beene convinced and gone from truth and foe di- 
ſhonoureth- God, . that ſome nay, ;be. ordered from the meeting to 
g0e to exhort ſuch, and bring. into; the next Generall meeting 
what they lay. ] )} 73 ot 1:6 ; 1 28, 

2/y) If any that profeſſe the truth that Iollows. pleaſures drun- 
kenneſſe gameings or is not faithfull in their callings and dealings 
nor honeſt nor juſt but runs into debt. and foe brings a Scandall 
'Vppon x i .. Friends may give notice to the Generall meets 


ing (if there be any ſuch) and ſome may: be ordered ro goe and 


. 
- 


exhort thern and bring in their anſwer the. next Generall meeting 
3/y And if any/goes diſorderly rogether in Marriage contrary to, 


the Praftice of the holy men of God and alſemblies of the righ- 
teous in all ages, -who declared it in the aſſemblies of the: Righ- 


teous when they took one another (all things beigg cleere, ,and 


they both beivg; free from any other, And when they doe goe to- 
——_ and = one another let there- not be lefſe then a dozen 


Friends and Relations preſent gh, to your former ara 
, 2 d4Vl 


* kn > 4 
" $i 


_ OT OK 
* 


£ p 4 
(24) 
-having firſt-acquainted-the mens meettngy and-thev -havecleernelle 
cording to the word and Commandement of the Lord, and ſuch if 
any walk contrary to the _ pfrowe let lome be ordered to fpeak 
to them and give notice thereof to rhe next Generall meeti 
2/y And all that be widdows (which have Children) and doe 
intend to Marr xe madg,avhagdtie? hath done 
Children :;It effre {let luck 


busbands Rite he Heat 
in7 to truth, - ard what If can dot afteftwardsFet them d 
And where there is a will made let thoſe Legacies and Portions be 
improved and ſecured before Marriage for-the Children of the de- 
cealed with what more they can doe for them and then when theſe 
things arc done let them be recorded in a Book at the next Gene- 
tall Meermg 7(p\, 7 RE NIS27 

5ly And Fs 2H Widdowes tn aſ-yout feveral meetirfes, let them 
2 taken notice oft and Informed and incouraged in their outward 
butinefic, that there be not any hinderance to them in their inward: 
£:0ivth,” and fo carefully lookr after that they may be nouriſhed 
ad cheriſhed, and foe preſerved in tne truth that loye may. be 1n- 
ereaicl And it they bave many\ Children to put oatlA ieE3 
vr. ST vans, that. may. be a burthen to, them £0:bring vp. :, then let. 
Friends take care to eaſe them by puttine” ety forth as may be 
meete. Ler all theſe things be looked inteby- 'every.meeting And- 
notice thereof given to the next Generall meeting : And then ſome 
ordered to 1ce.that all things are done according to truth and Kigh- 
reouinefle oY } af 19 0M 0 Up AY 324 
' &y- And all fach-as Marry by the: Prieſt-of Bud7 who'tare In the 
_ Rough hanls of E/ar and -falts of wickednefle, atid bloody hands, 
- 4114 who have had their hands hi- the blood of our © Brethren, and: 
who are the cauſe of *alt this Banifhment of our Brerhiten And 
hath fpoilel ſ6 muny of their g6ods caftingiiato (priforis and keepes- 
many hundzuals at this day, And ſuch as goes to thent for wives'onr 
husbavds mult come to 'JuUJpt EGS MnEtioN of that! Spirit 
that led them to Baa/ tit 6f Baals Prieſts? allo,” or ele Friends: 
chat keeps their habitalions” mult write againſt theny and' Baa/ both, 
For f1cm Ggneſts to the” Revelattons - your -never-read-any of the 
Prieſts that married peopleBur itTsGous ordinatite 211d whom: God: 
joynes regyther let noe man put aſides : Ar they- tooke one an-' 
otherintheAflemblies of theRiplrecuditen all things were: cleere 


Therefore ler alt theſerhings be inquired into, aud brought int the 
Generall meering And from thence-ſome ordred to goeto- them: 
and to returne- what they Say at your next meeting; And-all theſe,” 
 betcre they or any of them are lefras heathen; or! weitten againſt, 
er them by three or four times gone to that they-may have-Go:, 

PINGIS97, ſpel{': 


( 25.) 
ſpell-order ; Soe that if-ir-be poſſible they may come to that whicit 
did convince them to. condemne their vnrighteous doings that ſoe 
vee may not leave a hootein /Egypr © L | 

57/5 And ato ſuch-as weares: their hatts when Friends 'prayes 

_ and are gotten into the old rotten principle of rhe | Ranters: 
who ſerts up the wearing thereof in oppofition ro tlie power of 
God, and therein holds it which is condemned by ir, and thy 
power ot: God is gon2 overit and thzm, who are ranted trom the 
truth, And have {topped many who were coming into-it, thar the 
very "wofld can fay 'you are in-contufton ant divided, and Tons 
from your firſt principle, who faid you were of one heart and 
one mind and one ſoule and Thezetore tiuat 1piric mult be cutt ots 
by the Sword of the Spirit of the Lord thar they mav come to 
that whicl at firft did convince them ; And notice mult be given 
tothe Generalf meering ot all theſe things, And trom thence ſome 

mult be ordered to- goe to exhort them that be in fuch things, to 

«come to the Firſt principle thar did at- Firſt convince them, that 
they may come over ſuch things And Friends muſt ffind up in the 

noble ſeed of God to judge the world and- all the fallen Angells. 

e/y And in alt your meetings ler notice be given to the Ge: 
neralt 'meeting of all the poore and when yee have hard that 
there ' is "many more-poore belongs ro one meerurg then to an- 
other, and that meeting thereby burthened and oppr-ficd ler the 
reſt of the meetings afiſt and help them, ſoe that yee may eale 
one another- and help--to beare one anothers burchens and ſoe 
fallfll the Law” of Chriſt, and foe: fee that nothing be lacking 
according to the Apoſtles words (Markt) nothing lacking then all 
Swell ; For the ZFewes outward though they were as the Starres 
of heaven and as the Sand of: the Sea yet there were not to be 
a b2ggar amongſt them according-tb the Law of God: And 2- 
moneglt the Chriſtians- in-the Firſt age 'there was a- mens meeting 

Sett up at 7er/alem to ſe that nothing! was-lacking waich was 

the Geſpell order according: to 'the Law of Jeſus; And this 
continue as long they lived in the lite, and power and -ſpirir ot 
God: But when the Apoſtacy came in and the true- Church fled 
into the wildernefle who was to continue there 1260 Dayes, and 
the witneftes ' prophehied ' in ſackcloth. 1260 Days': - And «the 

Beaſt was worſhpped' juſt ſoe long 1260. Days, and then 

all rhings- went ont - of order, and every thing was wanting 

in the time they worfhipped'rhtie Dragon, and the Beaſt, And-the 

Devill made the world like a wilderneſs. But now ths, Judg 

ment of the great whore is come and of the Beaſt, and with them 

the falfe prophet and the Dragon who thall be calt alive into the 
lake of fire, And the true Church come vp out of the wil: 
dernefle, and the man child (which was cavgat up-ints heaven) 
come downe agai to1ule alj Nations with 2 748 of lion, And the 

marriage 


(26) 
iP | martiage of the Lambe is come, and the Lambe and: the Saints 
=} ſhall have the viQtory, and the everlaſting Goſpell is and ſhal 
he preach again, as was amongſt the Apoſtles, and the Goſpel! 
order muſt be 1et vp as was amonglt them, and a mens meeting as 
; was at the Firlt converſion to ſee that nothing be lacking in 
- - the Church then all is well, Soe there is not to be a beggar 
- Cit is (now) amonglt the Chriſtians according to the Law of * Jeſus as 
aid in the there was not to be any amoneglt the Fews according to the 
Cori, ard H-T 17 of God | | 
YT o/y And alſo all men that hunts after women from woman to 
= ; woman; And alfo- women whoſe aftetions runs ſome times after 
= one man and ſoone after to another and ſoe hold one another in 
affection and ſoe drawes out the afteCtions one of another, and 
atter a while leaves one another, And goes to other and does 
the ſame thing this doing makes more like Sodom then Saints, 
and is not of Gods .moving nor Joyning where they: are not to be 
parted, For Marriage is Gods ordinance and Gods command 
one to another, and in that they feele the power of God 
i0/y And that notice he taken of all evil Speakers backbiters 
flanderers and toolifh talkers, and idle jelters, {or all theſe things 
' Corrupts good manners, and is not according to the Saints, and 
| | holy ones whoiz words are ſealoned with Salt miniſtring Grace to 
E the hearers | 
| | 11/y And all fuch who are tale carriers and railers whoſe work 
js to ſowe difſention are to be reproved, | and admonitſhed, for 
fuch doe.not bring people into the vnity of the Spirit, bur by fuch 
doings looſe their own Conditions : 
i2/y And all fuch as goes vp and downe to cheate by borrow- 
ing and getting money of Friends in bye places, and have cheat- 
el teverall, all ſuch are ro be ſtopt and judged, as theres a wo- 
man tale in her perſon and fleckled in her face, and alſo one Zobr 
Harding who are tor judgment and to be condemned 
12/y And it theres happen any difference betweene Frignd and 
Friend of any matiers it it cannot be ended before the Generall 
meeting, Let halt a dozen Friends from the Generall meeting be 
ordered to put a Ipcedy end therevnto, That juſtice may ſpeedily 
done, that noe ditterence may reſt nor remaine 4mongK any, And 
let your Generall meciings be once every  Quatter of a ye.r2 and 
to: be appointed at iuch places as may be molt convenient tor the 
moſt of Friends to meete in; Soe that the houſe may be clean- 
Ki. jel of all tac is contrary to puritie vertue, light lite and Spt- 
47 | rit ard power of God foe that Friends may 'not be one anothers 
b__ Iorrow and trouble bat one another joy and Crowne in the Lord 
14/y and all Friends fee that your Children be trained vp in the 
feare of the- Lord in Sobzrnelie and hotynefle, and Righteoul 
neile, 


(.274 
nefle, and. temperance and. meekneſle and lowlyneſle and modefty 
ia their apparrell and. carriage, and ſo to exhort your Children 
and families: And teach your Children when they are young, 
then will they remember it when they are old, according to So- 
omen, {og that your-Children may be a blefting ro you aud not a 
CUTte | | | 
I5/y And that Friends do- buy Convenient burying places as 
Abraham did who bought a place to bury- his dead, and would 
not bury amoneglt the /Egyprians and Cananites and Facob was 
brought out of /Afgypt and Fo/eph and they were lwryzd. in their 
Grandfather and great Grandfathers burying : place ,' And foe 
Friends to buy decent burying places for your meetings, and to 
keep out of the Spirit of the Sadomues and Agyprians, and. 
Cananites Which corrupts the earth and: ler them be Necently 
and well fenced that you may Condemne 'the world in all 
things 
16/y And alfo that Friends. buy convenient Bookes-for the Re- 
giftring of bitths marriages and- burialls as: the holy, men. of God: 
did of old as you may read: through the Scriptures-rhat every one'i 
may i reddy to give a Teftimony and Certificate thereof, "it * | 
need require or any be called thereynto. | | 
| 17/y And alfo that all the Sufferings of Friends: of all kind of þ 
Suffcrings in all the County be gathered vp and pur together 
and: ſent. to. the Generall meeting and foe ſent to. Loxdon to 
E!l:s Hoakes That noe thing of the memoriall of the blood 
and cruell Sufterings of your Brethren' be loſt which  thall ſtand 
a teſtimony -againſt the murdering Spirit of this world, and. he 
to the praiſe of the everlaſting power. of the Lord in the ages 
to come who ſupported and vpheld them in ſuch hardihips and * 
cruelties who is God over all bleſled for ever Amen : 
18/y And: let inquiry be made concerning all ſuch as pay Tithes 
which make void the Teſtimony and. Snfferings of all our Bre- 
thren, who have Suffered many of them to death, by which ma- 
ny Widdowes ard Fatherlciſe have beene made, and which.is 
contrary to the DoQtrine of Apoſtles, and the DoCtrine'of the. 
Martyrs, and contrary to the DoQtrine of: the Righteous - in this 
preſent age, all ſuch are to be inquired into and to .be exhorted. <4 
19/y And let Query be made concerning all Priſoners that ave t 
oore that they may be relieved, and foe incouraged in their 
Sulferings, and alſo that care be taken for their wives and fami- 
lies, that they do not ſuffer for want of Supply of outward 
things; And let enquiry be made how many priſoners there are 
in all the priſons in all your ſeverall Counties 
Let Diligent enquiry be made into all theſe things at every 
monthly meeting, and at e&yery Quarterly mecting to take care - | 
accordingly Deare 
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Frignd&be:faithfull- in the - Services 


fall g6e to viſit: them all thit have beenc convinced; from houſets 


hbulſe:: that if it be poſſible 56u may not-leave ahoofe in Agypr; - 
and ſoe every one goe ſeek the loſt ſheep, and_ bring him home - 


on-your hicks-t9'the #614; -aid there wil be more joy' of that ofic 
fheepe then of the ninety nine in-the fold 7 0 nes 


+Coppaes of this to be ſent all abroad amongſt *G; | F b<d 
on 5 ®.,- 


+ Friends in.their mens meetings. ©: 


© 


"All my..FTriends every whete who are gathered: in the name-of.; 
Teſus Chriſt keepe yout meetings according as: you' djd/-inthe:be- | 


ginning, between the 1oth and 11th hour when the Prieſt is in the 


heart of his worſhip, and ſoe you all to be in your meetings feed- - 
ing on 'the bread. of! lite, when:the Prieſt - and: his company. are in 
:his and.their dithes'and pleaſures; and: you rhen:to'break vp your - 
meetings, as: you-feeiei the power to order you about-the tHird2or 
faurth-houre,when the Prielt is in the heart of his-worſhip fx ſoe 
You may go away when he is in his heart, and -fitt-over;his diſhes:: 


and goe away. in: his heart, This was the prattice of Friends in the 


the/begiuning. Therefore continue-in jt, and -doenor looſe: it; keepe © 
your meetings on/the Firſt! dayes-and: your. weekly .nicetings tithe: 


dd 


nime'ot Jeſus that: never :changes 


7 And Friends all take heed of fleeping in . meetings and Sottiſh- - 
nelle/and dullneſſe, for it is an jl} ſavory. thing to ſee onefitt nod- - 
ding :3n-meetings.and ſoc looſe. rhe ſence 6f the-Lord, and fhame- | 
txednefle both, and' it :grieves' the 7 vpright and; watchtull that . 
waites vppon the Lord- to ſee ſuch things And tor) the, Prieſts /peo- . 


ple, and others that comes into your meetihgs and: to {ce you.that 


came together to worſhip God, And to mette ' together: to-: waits. 
vpon him to have tellowthip in his Spirit;z>;for'you. to-fitt nod-:; 
-,Uipg is a ſhame and an vnſzemly thing Therefore; be: caretull. and 


'veatchtull;:; and-ler- it; be:amended; and mind the !ligtit avd power, 


of, Chriſt Jeſus in you, and-that will _ condemne ;all; ſuch things;.” 
arg>Jlead-you out of -and ;abave ſuch. things,-and' make you wateh-- 


ty} one' over another [for-your:good - * 1: - | Te 
- Let this be read'in all your mectings . - | G5 


"Y TY 


Tiofils bufindMeandibe DIligent and bringathe'poiver of the Lord 
over alt thoſe-that have gaine {ail it; /And-all you that be/faith: 


— 


gintcd--according to the Copy... ;*;': 


- 


